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chang,the Viceroy of the Hukuang Provinces.  She is
83 years of age, and up till lately her health was good.
But last winter she had an attack of dysentery, and
although the physicians succeeded in partially curing
it, she still suffered from slight fever at night.    In
the spring a slight improvement took place.   Before
that, the Memorialist had sent his son, Li Ching-fang,
to minister to his mother, but by a letter just received
he is informed that she now suffers from a continual
cough and cannot take sufficient nourishment.   She is
old and her constitution is failing ; and her illness is
made the more serious because she is for ever thinking
of her absent son.    When this news reached the
Memorialist his heart was consumed with anxiety,
so that he could neither eat nor sleep.    Since the
spring of 1870, when he left with his troops for Shensi,
he has never seen his mother's face.   It is a common
saying that a man spends many years in the service
of his country and very few in ministering to his
parents.   Now that his mother's long illness continues
to grow upon her, the Memorialist is sore troubled,
tossing on his bed all night and getting no peace of
mind.    Therefore, as in duty bound, he earnestly
begs their Majesties of their grace to grant him a
month's leave of absence.    He hopes that in this
time he should be able, travelling rapidly by steamer
to Wuchang, to visit his mother and to see her recover
her health and thus satisfy, in some slight degree, the
deep affection which (as the jay for its parents)
he feels for her.   For such bounteous kindness on the
part of their Majesties, his gratitude would be truly
unbounded.   If this favour be now granted him, and
if, in consequence, his mother should see restored to
her the son who has been so long a wanderer from
home, she might recover her health.    He would
then return with all speed to resume his duties in
ChihlL   These duties are of the very highest impor-
taxice* including, as they do, the Superintendence of

